THE KING'S FLIGHT
formally pledge myself never to appeal to any tribunal
save that of public opinion.5'
In his speech on the liberty of the press he made a
similar statement, saying that he would never seek
legal redress for anything written against him, were it
even an incitement to do him bodily injury.
He had thus far managed to keep the Jacobins
skilfully in leash on the republican issue. This evening,
however, the hall was invaded by followers of the Duke
of Orleans, who clamoured for the dethronement of
the King—obviously from Orleanist rather than re-
publican sentiment. A number of speeches were made
advocating the drawing up of a petition to be placed
the following day on the "Altar of the Fatherland", on
the Champ-de-Mars, there to be signed by all and
sundry. The "altar" was a huge wooden structure, a
hundred feet high, erected the previous year for the
great national festival held to commemorate the storm-
ing of the Bastille. It consisted of a broad, majestic
Eight of stairs, ascending to a platform on which stood
an altar-shaped fixture.
Robespierre opposed the proposal but mildly. He
either did not think the situation warranted throwing
his popularity into the scale, or—what is more probable
—decided that oblique strategy was likely to produce
better results. Anyway, the following day, shortly after
the petition had made its appearance upon the "altar",
La Riviere arrived, accompanied by several other
Jacobins, and said he had orders to withdraw the peti-
tion, which he thereupon proceeded to do. Cordelier
leaders present did not relish this and promptly got up
one of their own, couched in more fiery language. But
the Jacobins had relinquished all responsibility.
La Riviere explains that after a conference with
Robespierre he had gone to the Jacobin hall, where
113

